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Judge: No felon ‘pay-to-vote’ 


Parts of a law Florida’s GOP lawmakers passed last year requiring 
that fines, fees and other costs be paid are ruled unconstitutional. 


BY LAWRENCE MOWER 
Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 
TALLAHASSEE — A fed- 
eral judge ruled Sunday that it 
is unconstitutional to prevent 
felons in Florida from voting 
because they can’t afford to pay 
back court fees, fines and resti- 
tution to victims, striking down 
parts of a law passed by Repub- 
lican lawmakers and signed by 
Gov. Ron DeSantis last year. 
Calling the law a “pay-to-vote 


system,” U.S. District Judge Rob- 
ert Hinkle’s 125-page ruling 
declares that court fees are a tax, 
and it creates a new process for 
determining whether felons are 
eligible to vote. 

“This order holds that the 
State can condition voting on 
payment of fines and restitu- 
tion that a person is able to pay 
but cannot condition voting on 
payment of amounts a person is 
unable to pay,’ Hinkle wrote. 


The ruling is expected to be 
appealed, although a spokes- 
woman for DeSantis did not say 
Sunday night whether the gover- 
nor would do so. 

Hinkle’s decision could have 
important effects on the Novem- 
ber presidential election in the 
nation’s largest swing state. Flor- 
ida has more than 1 million fel- 
ons, although the state has not 
yet seen a dramatic rise in regis- 
trations from felons after Florida 


voters passed a constitutional 
amendment in 2018 that allowed 
most who had completed their 
sentences to register to vote. 

Carl Tobias, a professor at the 
University of Richmond School 
of Law, called Hinkle’s Sunday 
ruling “perhaps the most impor- 
tant ruling in the U.S. now ahead 
of the November election.” 

The decision was praised by 
the American Civil Liberties 
See RULING, 9A 
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WILFREDO LEE | Associated Press (2018) 


Florida voters passed a constitutional amendment in 2018 that 
allowed most felons who had completed their sentences to 
register to vote, but lawmakers added financial requirements. 
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Photos by LUIS SANTANA | Times 


Graduates are driven 


Madison Hickey, above, and other seniors from Clearwater Central Catholic High School take part Sunday in a 
social distancing graduation ceremony for the 138-member senior class. Cars wound through a maze-like route in 
the parking lot to a stage where each graduate hopped out in a cap and gown to receive a diploma. 
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Students, including Kirtland Holovatick, right, could wear a 
class of 2020 face mask with the school’s emblem as they 
received their diplomas on stage. 


Memorial Day 


Sacrifices to 
be honored in 
different ways 


Veterans, Gold Star 
families encourage 
simple and safe 
commemorations. 


BY ILEANA NAJARRO 
Times Staff Writer 

Taking a moment of silence. 
Leaving an empty place-set- 
ting at the table. Putting up 
an American flag. Tampa Bay 
veterans and families of fallen 
service members suggest these 
small and safe ways to com- 
memorate this year’s Memo- 
rial Day in the midst of a 
pandemic. 

People traditionally would 
gather for ceremonies at 
national cemeteries and vet- 
eran memorials, but social- 
distancing restrictions have 
moved such events online and 
led to other ways to remember 
the men and women who gave 
their lives in service. 

“Tt’s part of our history,’ said 
Romulo “Romy” Camargo, of 
Tampa. 

Camargo, a retired chief war- 
rant officer in the Army Spe- 
cial Forces, was featured in the 
2015 National Memorial Day 
concert televised by the Public 
Broadcasting Service. His story 
of perseverance was to be told 
once again in this year’s PBS 
broadcast on Sunday. 

On September 16, 2008, 
during an ambush on his 
third deployment to Afghan- 
istan, Camargo was shot in 
the back of the neck. As part 
of his lengthy recovery, he and 
his wife, Gabriella, opened the 
Stay In Step Brain and Spinal 
Cord Injury Recovery Center 


MARTHA ASENCIO RHINE | Times 
Romulo “Romy” Camargo, a 
veteran, says honoring fallen 
service members remains 
important even during the 
global health crisis. 


Memorial Day respect 


Tampa Bay events will honor 
those who served. Page 4A 


in Tampa, which helps veterans 
and civilians alike get the long- 
term rehabilitation they need. 

For Camargo, commemo- 
rating fallen service members 
remains important, even dur- 
ing the global health crisis. 

“It’s to show the world that 
were still united,” he said. 

Local American Legion posts 
are offering alternative ways to 
mark Memorial Day this year. 

Post 148 in Riverview will 
set up a drive-through barbe- 
cue pick-up on Monday for 
first-responders. And Post 5 in 
Tampa, which has its own vet- 
erans cemetery, invites people 
to drive through the property 
with their headlights on from 
10 a.m. to noon on Monday, 
said Bruce Carl, commander of 
American Legion Florida Dis- 
trict 15. Post 5 is at 3810 W Ken- 
See MEMORIAL, 9A 


WHEN BABIES COME 
AMID LOCKDOWN 


Giving birth is rough enough, 
but the pandemic lockdown 
made it even harder for moms, 
some of whom have other kids 
and desperately needed family 
support. 3A 


BUSINESS SUPPORT 
GROUPS FEEL PAIN 


It's not just Tampa Bay area 
businesses that are hurting. 
Local chambers of commerce 
that support them are also feel- 
ing the economic blow from 
the COVID-19 crisis. 3A 


Wet Memorial Day 
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A humanity highlight reel 


A coronavirus scare close to home 
has Bucs receiver Chris Godwin 
reaching out to strangers for 
stories of their personal heroes. 


BY RICK STROUD 
Times Staff Writer 


Tampa Bay Buccaneers receiver Chris Godwin 
doesn’t have to wonder where his toughness comes 


from. 


His 89-year-old grandmother, Hermenia Spann, 
recently spent time in a Delaware hospital after 


contracting the coronavirus. 


“Honestly, things have improved a lot,’ Godwin 
said. “When I got word of her having the virus, I 
was worried sick because I feel like so much of 
this is unknown. Thankfully, she’s back at home. I 
wouldn’t say she’s completely out of the woods yet, 
but the fact that she’s at home is a big step in the 


right direction.” 


Godwin, 24, has always been empathetic to 
those touched by the pandemic. When it struck his 
family, he thought even harder about how every 


See GODWIN, 8A 


Chris Godwin @ @CGtwelve_- May 11 v 
Yo, what's up Bucs Nation! Let's shine a light on the unsung heroes of this 
COVIO crisis. REPLY TO THIS TWEET tagging your hero in the community 
and share their story, First responders, essential workers, single parents, 
animal services, and more...Let's show some love! 
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Twitter 


Inspired by his grandmother, Chris Godwin’s 
video message asks for stories about the 
sacrifices of unsung heroes who work to keep 


people safe and keep the country going. 


Space adventure to 
lift off from home turf 


SpaceX launches 
Wednesday from the 
site where men first 
flew to the moon. 


BY MARCIA DUNN 
Associated Press 

CAPE CANAVERAL — 
For the first time in nearly a 
decade, U.S. astronauts are 
about to blast into orbit aboard 
an American rocket from 
American soil. And for the first 
time in the history of human 
spaceflight, a private company 
is running the show. 

Elon Musk’s SpaceX is the 
conductor and NASA the cus- 
tomer as businesses begin 
chauffeuring astronauts to the 


International Space Station. 

The curtain rises Wednes- 
day with the scheduled liftoff 
of SpaceX’s Falcon 9 rocket and 
Dragon capsule with two NASA 
astronauts, a test flight years in 
the making. 

The drama unfolds from the 
exact spot where men flew to 
the moon and the last space 
shuttle soared from Kennedy 
Space Center. 

While Florida’s Space Coast 
has seen plenty of launches 
since the shuttle’s farewell 
tour in 2011 — even at the 
height of the coronavirus pan- 
demic — they were for sat- 
ellites, robotic explorers and 
space station supplies. The 
only route to orbit for astro- 
See LAUNCH, 10A 


